
We have projects we’re paid to do and we have 
projects that are our own dreams and we more 
often are not paid wages for making those “per-
sonal projects,” however we hold these values in 
both cases. We treat both situations like we are 
making a piece of art. We try to breathe in the 
subject and embody it to give it life. More than 
getting to create our own ideas, we love directing. 
Filmmaking is our passion and we are lucky to be 
able to make a living doing what is also our cre-
ative outlet. 

We are inspired by so many things such as the 
emotion the human eye can display or painting; 
especially painting with movement and a cine-
matic feel like a Degas painting of a dancer. We 
are moved by music too. Music makes us imagine, 
it give space to pretend or living in a fantasy for a 
moment. We love books and movies too. You’d be 
hard pressed to get us to name a favorite movie 
because there are so many. We are very inspired by 
the human experience, and I think what we mean 
by that is the combination of the human struggle 
and the sort of triumph that happens when hu-
manity finds joy in the midst of hardship or like 
in Chelli’s story, she finds forgiveness and a path 
to redemption in a place where the worst of hu-
manity, the evil of humanity, is a force so crush-
ingly strong. What a triumphant thing! What a 
story of victory and conquering! 

Especially in times like these, we gravitate toward 
stories like those. How else can we keep going?

The stories we tell are always centered around 
people. Though each project is different, even 
our commercials, even projects like an app demo 
are centered around people and how they experi-
ence the world. I don’t know if there’s anything 
that’s more viscerally experiential than film. It 
combines almost all of the senses into one expe-
rience. It’s most like how our dreams are. It con-
nects with us on a subconscious level. In no other 
medium are you able to dip into so many other 
mediums to accomplish the one - filmmaking is 
a combination of visual, auditory, and kinesthet-
ic art. It often uses painting/drawing, photogra-
phy, music, dance, and of course acting in order 
to tell the story. And you can tell a story about 
anything. We’ve always been two people whose 
interests are vast; we often have our hand in mul-
tiple things. How better to be able to fulfill those 
desires/tendencies than filmmaking?
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Hi, we are Jason & Sarah “Blue” Gerber, profes-
sionally we are a commercial & film directing team 
and go by the name “Jason & Blue.” We’re based 
in Chicago and we started Directing as a team 5 
years ago. We had been directing individually, and 
were working in other departments of filmmak-
ing, until we were asked to make a music video, 
and in that project we discovered that we direct 
better together. Working as a team enabled us to 
focus on directing because we found the drive & 
vision we were looking for in each other. 

As a film directing team who makes their living 
in the ad and promotional video world, we spend 
a lot of time thinking about core values of oth-
er brands and how the video we’re directing will 
fit into those values. Some time ago we realized 
that we should write out our set of values that we 
can refer back to as we pick and choose and cre-
ate our own projects. We came up with this list: 
truth, honor, justice, purity, loveliness and excel-
lence. We try to embody these things in our work. 
However, please do not misunderstand these val-
ues - sometimes loveliness is found in the midst 
of ugliness, sometimes purity is found in a dirty 
situation, and truth doesn’t always feel good. We 
aren’t out to make “feel good” films, but films 
that embody the human experience. We are very 
inspired by stories of justice & forgiveness and 
the emotions that surround those things.



In film school, we were taught to “show don’t 
tell” and that is a technique we’ve continued to 
value and use in every project. This means that 
we use visuals more than dialogue or text to tell 
a story. This gives the audience more of an ability 
to interpret the art/film for themselves and thus 
leave them with a greater impact because they’ve 
connected with the piece personally, rather than 
simply viewing our interpretation of the story. 
The story and theme reign supreme as we prepare 
to direct a project. We love blocking (a combina-
tion of actors moments and camera movements) 
and lighting and sound design and taking all of 
these elements and making a creative decisions 
on how to execute them based on the story. 

Finally, the meaning and objectives of our work 
shift from project to project, which is why we 
made the list of values for ourselves as directors 
so we can reference these values across each proj-

ect. In each project we want to impact people’s 
hearts and minds, we want to make them feel, 
and that’s why we direct. The stories burn inside 
us, we have to get them out. We get it out for us 
but we also appreciate an audience. The meaning 
might be different from project to project but the 
heart and objective is always there. We want to 
tell the best story we can, impact the audience, 
impact their hearts and minds and make them 
feel. Wetranslate what is in our minds to the 
screen so that we can release it. It is life giving to 
us and we hope it can be life giving to others who 
view it.

Please check out Our portfolio/website: 
jasonandblue.com
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